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The Holy Guardian Angels 


By Marton Matics 


a prayer to the Holy Guardian 
Angels, includes among its verses, 
ie following : 
Then, watchful guardian, spread thy 
wings and cleave the air, 
Haste hither to our home committed 
to thy care; 
Drive thence each noxious ill that 
might the soul infest, 
Nor suffer danger here to rest. 
For centuries before the issuance of the 
mplified calendar of the Prayer Book, the 
hurch had observed October the 2nd, 
ree days after the Feast of St. Michael 
id All Angels, as a day dedicated to the 
sspectful praise and veneration of the Holy 
uardian Angels. Certainly it does us no 
irm to commemorate this ancient feast. 
ideed, it is a splendid and graphic way of 
ringing home to ourselves a great truth 
sout God which we want never to forget: 
le profound truth of His Providence. 
The Holy Guardian Angels are of 
urticular interest to us, because they are 
jose members of the choirs of angels—that 
‘ea of God’s creation which is entirely 


A VERY old medieval hymn, which is 


spiritual—who are designated to care for 
us and to preserve us from harm. As St. 
Michael is the Guardian of the Catholic 
Church, so there are lesser angels whose 


. special duty it is to look after the welfare 


of each individual soul. The Church teaches 
that everyone is so protected by this 
spiritual influence of good, unless he loses 
the right to this protection by drastic and 
mortal sin. 

To say that a spiritual creature of God 
takes care of us, is simply to augment the 
statement, that God takes care of us. The 
care of God, or divine Providence, repre- 
sents God’s interest in the life of a particular 
soul, and the power which He exercises to 
help that soul fulfil its special destiny. He 
does this by using the angels of heaven, the 
saints and good Christians of the earth, and 
directly, by His Holy Spirit working 
through the heart and mind and will and 
conscience of the person concerned. 

For this reason, one of the outstanding 
and indispensable characteristics of the 
Christian soul is carefree confidence. We 
are practically ordered by our religion to 
be confident and cheerful people. There 
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may be long faces in pagan meeting houses, 
but there are no long faces in the Church 
of God. 


Put in the simplest possible language, 
the argument is this: as there is a good 
God, and as this good God created us and 
is interested in our spiritual welfare, and 
as He has His Angels watch over us and 
His saints pray for us and His Church 
strengthen us with His Sacraments; and 
as the Care of God, although subtle beyond 
our understanding, is manifest in eternity 
as well as in time: then what is there to 
worry about? 


If these conditions are true—and the 
Church and the Bible and our Faith tell us 


KNEELING ANGEL 
By Giovanni Amadeo 


(Courtesy of the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D. C.) 
(Kress collection) 
that they are the only truth—then the con- 
clusion is inescapable: no matter what hap- 
pens, all will be well. 

This is not to say that we may not meet 
material disaster. God may or may not 
protect our physical well-being. This is not 
to say that a man should not use common 
sense :—that when he is sick, he should not 
use medicine ;—or when his family starves, 
he should not work to do something about 


it;—or in time of disaster, he should n 
protect himself as best he can according 
moral principles. But it is to say thi 
fulfilling God’s reasonable requirements, \ 
shall not meet spiritual disaster; and th 
in the long run of eternity beyond time, 
all that is really important. 


For this reason our Lord could ma 
those atrocious statements of the Gosp¢ 
“Be not anxious for your life, what ye sh 
eat, or-what ye shall drink; nor yet f 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not t 
life more than the food, and the body th 
the raiment?’ 

“Behold the birds of the heaven... < 
ye not of much more value than they? . 
Consider the lilies . . . if God doth so clot 
the grass of the field, shall He not mu 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” 

“Be not therefore anxious .. . ye 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have ne 
of all these things. But seek ye first F 
kingdom and His righteousness; and 
these things shall be added unto you.” 

Our Lord Himself showed to an astour 
ing degree this quality of carefree cc 
fidence. Trusting in the kindly Provider 
of God, no other attitude was possible | 
Him. And this attitude was justified 
experience. The angels warned the H« 
Family of the massacre of little children 
the command of King Herod, and 1 
flight to Egypt was taken in time. T 
angels ministered to our Lord followi 
His temptation by the Evil One in 1 
wilderness. And our Lord always was cat 
for, as the birds of the air or the lilies 
the field. 


It is remembering Him that the ¢ 
prayer of Compline is read nightly in all 
the religious houses around the world; a 
it is a good prayer for anybody’s house 

“Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, t 
habitation, and drive far from it all snares 
the enemy: let thy holy Angels dwell her: 
to preserve us in peace, and let thy blessi 
be ever upon us.” 


The spirit of this ancient prayer read 
the quiet shadows of the monastic choir j 
before bed, should be at all times the pray 
of our, hearts. “Let thy holy Angels dw 
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srein to preserve us in peace’—believe 
at such a prayer will be answered, and 
hat is there to fear? 


The Church does not say that there will 
2 no problems in any man’s life; for any- 
1e who would say that would be a fool. 
ut the Church does say that there is a 
curity beyond problems; a security beyond 
ie outcome of problems, whether these 
in out the way that you wish, or they do 
ot turn out the way that you wish. 


In spite of the protection of the Holy 
uardian Angels, and the protection of the 
otless and the perfect life, the destiny of 
sus led up the hill to Calvary. So it is 
ith the Christian Martyrs. So it is, in one 
ay or another, with each of us. The point, 
ywever, lies in the manner in which we 
imib that hill of sorrow. 


A French soldier in the First World 
far was suffering horribly when the 
aplain came to see him. “Did the priest’s 
sit comfort you?” asked a friend. “No,” 
as the reply. “It did not comfort me, and 
don’t know that I want to be comforted ; 
it it fortified me.” 

Here is a vital distinction. God’s Pro- 
dence may not comfort, but surely it will 
rtify. 

It has been said: “We should make of 
ir troubles a bridge to take us to God; 


O Lord, Who blessest them that bless 
hee, and: hallowest them that put their 
ust in Thee, save Thy people, and bless 
hine inheritance. Guard the fulness of Thy 
hurch. Hallow them that love the beauty 
Thine House. Do Thou, Thyself, by Thy 
ivine might, recompense them with glory ; 
id forsake not us who put our trust in 
hee. Give peace to Thy world, to Thy 
hurches, to the priesthood, to our rulers, 
id to all Thy people; for every good gift 
id every perfect boon is from above, com- 
¢ down from Thee, the Father of Lights ; 
id to ‘Thee we ascribe the glory and thanks- 
ving and worship, to the Father and to the 
on and to the Holy Ghost, now and ever, 
id to the ages of the ages. Amen.—from 
e Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. 


not a wall to keep us from Him.” If our 
troubles are as a bridge to God, then no 
matter what their outcome may be in time, 
their outcome is a success in eternity. It is 
a hard saying; but their outcome in time 
is unimportant, provided that they are met 
with success in eternity. 


This being the case, there is, in fact, 


KNEELING ANGEL 
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ultimate security, no matter what happens. 
The immanence of God and His spiritual 
creation is the guarantee of security. If the 
eye of the soul really is set to the ultimate 
goal beyond this life, then God’s Providence 
can never be said to fail. 


For this reason, you must be confident, 
you must be carefree, you must be joyous 
in spirit. Like the earliest Christians, who 
were quite prepared to be seized by the 
soldiers, and to face the beasts of the arena, 
or to be burned alive in pitch; you must be 
radiantly happy. 

Then will your Guardian Angel be 
pleased, and He whom your angel represents 
will be pleased. He whose Providence and 
Protection is everywhere, will be pleased 
with you. 
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“Lord, Hear My Prayer’ 


By Surrtey Carter Hucuson, O.H.C. 


The Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity 


THE COLLECT 
Lord, we pray thee that thy grace may al- 
ways prevent and follow us, and make us 
continually to be given to all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


\ 4 J E here bear testimony to God’s loy- 
ing care for His people under all 
spiritual conditions. We pray that 
His grace may always prevent and follow us. 
The fine old word prevent (prae-venio, to 
go before), is no longer used in our English 
tongue except as a spiritual and theological 
parlance. It is a part of the Faith that no 
one can do aught that is good save through 
the power and grace of God dwelling in the 
heart. But before the heart is united to Him, 
He sends into it a power which enables it 
to turn to Him, and to will to accept Him 
humbly. This is called preventing grace, the 
grace that does not sanctify, but which. pre- 
disposes the will to accept the sanctifying 
grace which God offers. 


There are numerous instances of preven- 
ient grace in Scripture. God’s call by the 
apostle “Awake thou that sleepest and arise 
from the dead, and Christ will give thee 
light,” is a notable example of it. This grace 
may be rejected or accepted, but in every 
case, it is God’s loving summons to the soul 
to yield itself to His blessed service. Our 
Lord is “the light that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world,’ and by that 
prevenient light all can make their way to 
the Truth. 


A form of prevenient grace also operates 
in those who are already at one with God. 
Where He desires us to pursue a certain 
course for His glory and our good, He sends 
this grace beforehand to show us His will 
and purpose for us, and to stimulate us to 
holy action. The beginning of the state of 
righteousness, and the initiation of every 
good deed, is derived from this prevenient 
grace of God through our Lord’ Christ. 
Am I watchful for some movements in my 


heart, and prompt to respond? What is 
that God is impelling me to do for Him t 
day? “I will keep thy statutes: O forsak 
me not utterly.” 

We ask that the divine grace may alway 
prevent and follow us. What we are reall 
praying for‘is the right disposition of hea: 
and will in order to profit by the working « 
the Holy Spirit within us, for He never fai 
us. We are continually in peril of failin 
Him. He is unceasing in His effort to sho 
us an ever better way, and to stimulate us t 
an ever nobler service of God. And H: 
grace follows hard after us to help us to d 
the thing towards which His prevenier 
grace has impelled us. “Gracious is our Lor 
and righteous, yea our Lord is merciful.” 

The divine grace is continually and loy 
ingly going before us and laying in our pat 
opportunities for gaining further grace b 
righteous actions. How eagerly does th 
Divine Love wait for us to see and gras 
the opportunity offered, and when we sho 
signs of doing His will, or if we need fu 
ther divine urging, He pursues us with H: 
grace, never resting until we have mad 
our own the fulness of that which His loy 
has prepared for us. 

We ask that we may continually...be give 
to all good works. (1) His service cannot t 
fitful; it must be continual service, corre: 
ponding to the continual pity which God 
love gives us, as we were thinking last Sut 
day. A steady, regular service is our respons 
to the love He gives us. (2) We must do a 
good works; i. e., everything must be don 
with the good motive of pleasing God. 

We ask that we may be given to all goo 
works. This means not that we are to d 
good works occasionally, or from whim, ¢ 
from a passing enthusiasm, but constanth 
and as the result of an inherent tendency « 
character that exists in us. “One is given t 
doing this or that,” we say, meaning that h 
does the thing spoken of naturally, easik 
and habitually under ordinary circumstar 
ces. Can this be said of me regarding tk 
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vorks that please God? “Make me to go in 
he path of thy commandments, for therein 
s my desire.” 


The Eighteenth Sunday After Trinity 


THE COLLECT 
ord, we beseech thee, grant thy people 
race to withstand the temptations of the 
vorld, the flesh, and the devil; and with 
ure hearts and minds to follow thee, the 
mly God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Weare bold to ask for grace against temp- 
ation because God has promised that we 
hall not be tempted above that we are able. 
f we put our whole confidence in this prom- 
se, Satan will be powerless against us. With 
vhat courage should I meet every tempta- 
ion when I have God’s assurance that the 
‘ictory will most surely be mine. “The Lord 
s the strength of my life, of whom shall I 
e afraid?” 


Christianity is strange. It bids man rec- 
enise that he is vile, even abominable, and 
ids him desire to be like God. Without 
uch a counterpoise, this dignity would make 
im horribly vain, or this humiliation would 
nake him terribly abject. 

—Pascal. 


We ask not to be saved from temptation 
uit for strength to withstand it. Only 
hrough struggle can we grow strong; only 
hrough the battle can we win the victory; 
mly in being victorious can we lay hold on 
ternal life. In this great battle-prayer of 
he Church we imply our willingness to fight, 
sking only for grace to win the victory un- 
o everlasting life. “If God be for us, who 
an be against us?” 

The divine promise is of escape, not from 
he temptation, but from sin. Have I faith 
n this promise? Do I show my faith by 
urning to God very quickly when I feel 
emptation drawing near? The promptness 
vith which I turn shows what my faith is. 
Lord increase our faith.” 

We ask for grace to withstand the temp- 
ations of the world, the flesh and the devil. 
sy the world we mean human society organ- 
zed and functioning without any reference 


to or regard for, God. It may not be in it- 
self evil; it may contain many elements 
which are noble and fine; but it is trying 
to get on without God as the world has al- 
ways tried. The world ignores Him, and to 
ignore God is to court utter failure. In my 
share of the human life of which I am a 
part, am I seeking His will, and working in 
humble dependence on His care, or do I take 
it for granted that of itself the course 
of the world will endure because it assumes 
that it is rightly ordered? Hear our Lord’s 
words, “Without me ye can do nothing.” 

The world is represented in the New Tes- 
tament as the enemy of God. “The friend- 
ship of the world is enmity with God,” de- 
clares St. James. But allied with the world 
in this enmity is the flesh, our natural hu- 
man instincts and tendencies, especially 
those of the body. Everywhere we are taught 
that we must mortify the body. It is not to 
have its own way, but is to be ruled and gov- 
erned by the Spirit of God. To this end we 
need continually to deny ourselves, to say 
NO, to self. To follow my own will and de- 
sire as though it were the right course to 
take; to respond always to the call of the 
body is fatal. The body, as well as the soul, 
is to be consecrated to God, for “ye are 
bought with a price; therefore, glorify God 
in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” 


Tue MacniFIcAT 
By Botticelli 
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The supreme foe against whom we pray 
is the devil, for he is the prince of this world ; 
he governs and directs it, all his purpose 
and intention being to dishonour God. He 
tempts us personally, and when we yield to 
his temptations we ally ourselves with him 
as against our heavenly Father, against our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in opposition to the 
work of the Holy Spirit within us. The last 
petition in the Lord’s Prayer should be 
translated, “Deliver us from the evil one,” 
and how earnestly should we pray this-pe- 
tition daily, for none but God Himself can 
deliver us from the power of the devil both 
in time and in eternity. “Save me, O Lord, 
for thy Name’s sake, and avenge me in thy 
strength.” 


With this deliverance effected through the 
working of the divine love, we can with pure 
hearts and minds follow thee, the only God. 
To follow Him thus in this life will be the 
guarantee in the next world of “following 
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth,” and in 
the end we shall be amongst those happy 
ones of whom our Lord said, ‘‘Blessed are 
the poor in heart for they shall see God.” 


The Nineteenth Sunday After Trinity 


THE COLLECT 
O God, forasmuch as without thee we are 
not able to please thee; Mercifully grant that 
thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

This is one of the great prayers concern- 
ing the Holy Ghost. The sole object of our 
creation is to give God pleasure. Such is the 
declaration of Scripture, and yet we, of 


ourselves, are powerless to please Him. W 
begin this collect by reminding ourselves | 
this great truth: without thee we are nm 
able to please thee. Our Lord gave tl 
same teaching when He said, “Without n 
ye can do nothing.” But the Holy Ghost i 
spired St. Paul to speak for all Christic 
souls, crying, “I can do all things throug 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” How c 
we fail to pray when we reflect on o1 
worthlessness without Him, and on or 
boundless capacity for the heavenly servi 
if He is dwelling within us? 


We pray, Mercifully grant, acknowled 
ing our great and imperative need of H 
mercy. We are taught by the Holy Spirit 
pray, “Let thy mercy be upon us as 0 
trust is in thee.” We here propose to God tl 
measure of the mercy He is to pour out w 
on us. We are to look for His mercy in pr 
portion as we trust Him; and our tru 
will be in proportion to our recognition 
our own weakness, and of our consciousne 
of the need of a strong arm on which to lea 
“Hold thou me up and I shall be safe.” 


The Holy Spirit, the Third Person of tl 
Blessed Trinity, is the Agent through who 
all grace and blessing comes to us, nor cé 
we please God at all save by acting under tl 
guidance of the Holy Ghost. The voice 
an enlightened conscience is always the voi 
of the Holy Ghost. Follow that voice in « 
things, and God will be well pleased in yo 
We deserve so little at His hand, but st 
we dare to pray, “Take not thy Holy Spi 
from me.” 


We ask that the Holy Spirit may in « 
things direct and rule our hearts. What 
wealth of material do we find here for pre 
itable meditation. We acknowledge in the 
words God’s universal claim on our life. V 
ask that He may guide us im all thing 
Nothing is excepted. This was the promi 
made to us by our Lord—“He will gui 
you into all the truth.” If we permit Him 
direct us we shall find our feet most sur 
ly and safely walking in the way of Him wl 
said, “I am the way, the truth and the life 
How inexpressible a comfort it is to kne 
that if we trust and follow the Blessed Spi 
it, we cannot in anything go wrong. Here 
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e glorious guarantee of the fulfilment of 
ie destiny appointed for us in the bosom of 
ie Godhead, for did He not say, “Where 
am there also shall my servant be?’ Ponder 
ese precious words. 


We are called to be sons of God, children 
‘the Most High. But we are too painfully 
ware of the many obstacles that bar our 
ay to our Father. How can I make sure 
i my heavenly calling? How can I make 
90d the claim to be the child of a King? 
he apostle tells us what is to be done—‘‘As 
any as are led by the Spirit of God they are 
1¢ sons of God.” Am I daily responding to 
le movement of the Holy Spirit in my 
eart? If I am, then my sonship in God is 
cure. “Praised be God who hath not cast 
it my prayer, nor turned his mercy from 
e.”” 


The Holy Spirit not only directs our ac- 
ons, but if He is ruling our minds then 
ill our faith be pure, for only through Him 
in we believe aright. “No man can say that 
ssus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 
would seem that we might of ourselves ac- 
spt the historical fact of the divinity of 
hrist, but the apostle says No. Only by the 
ling of the Spirit within us have we the 
ywer to make such a ccnfession of faith to 
ly spiritual effect. “Come Holy Ghost, fill 
ie hearts of thy faithful people and kindle in 
lem the fire of thy love.” 


He who truly desires love, seeks it truly ; 
id he who truly seeks it, surely finds it; 
1d he who finds it has found the fountain 
eternal life. Let us then cry night and day: 
ome, O holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Thy 
ithful people, and kindle in them the fire 
Thy love !’—St. Francis de Sales. 


Another guidance that the Holy Spirit 
ves us is in the way of prayer. How often 
) we find prayer difficult. I desire to pray, 
know its importance, but my heart seems 
rise no further than my lips. I am “in 
barren and dry land where no water is.” 
“now not what to pray for as I ought.” 
nder these conditions do I turn quickly to 
e Holy Spirit? He is the Blessed One 
ho is sent to teach me to pray. Let me 
y to Him as the disciples did to our Lord, 


“Teach us to pray.” He will dispel all dry- 
ness of heart. He will show me how to pray 
as I ought. He will fill me with the sweet- 
ness of loving intercourse with God. “For 
thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with 
favour wilt thou compass him as with a 
shield.” 


The Twentieth Sunday After Trinity 


THE CoLLEcT 

O Almighty and most merciful God, of thy 
bountiful goodness keep us, we beseech thee, 
from all things that may hurt us; that we, 
being ready both in body and soul, may 
cheerfully accomplish those things which 
thou commandest; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


How beautiful and appealing an expres- 
sion is given us here—God’s bountiful good- 
ness. The word goodness would seem to ex- 
press the divine nature and attitude toward 
His creatures well enough, but the loving 
Heart of God is not satisfied with this. He 
desires us to know and experience His in- 
finite munificence, the goodness which 
knows no limit of length and breadth, of 
height and depth. Wherever there is capa- 
city to receive Him and His infinite love, 
there He pours it out upon us, limited only 
by our finiteness, and His infinitude is the 
pledge and warrant of the divine liberality. 
We can only stand in wonder and awe cry- 
ing, “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are His judgments and His ways 
past finding out!” 

He pours out upon us His love and good- 
ness; it follows me all the days of my life. 
With this assurance so constant and unfail- 
ing, I can be bold to plead for the protec- 
tion of the divine Goodness, for no hour is 
without its evidence that the one preeminent 
desire of the divine Heart is to fill me to 
the full with such good things as pass men’s 
understanding. Nor does the divine Good- 
ness work upon me only as something ex- 
ternal to me. He makes His own Goodness 
to be a quality in my own soul, permeating 
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me, filling me with light and strength. Thus 
equipped, nothing will be lacking to me. 
“Whoso is wise will ponder these things, 
and they shall understand the loving-kind- 
ness of the Lord.” 

In this collect we come back to the thought 
which is so frequent in the Church’s prayers, 
that of being delivered from the things that 
hurt us. We recall again that the only thing 
that can really do us hurt is sin, because it 
is the only thing that can separate us from 


God, which separation is the supreme dis- —~ 


aster, the only thing that cannot be over- 
ruled for good. Sorrow and pain, bereave- 
ment and death, if met aright, bring us 
nearer to God, and are therefore loving 
blessings, though often in disguise. I fear 
suffering and flee from it; do I fear sin and 
flee from it as the only thing which in the 
end can be hurtful either to soul or body? 

We pray for deliverance, and to what 
end? That we may be ready to accomplish 
His will cheerfully. Readiness is the prepa- 
ration which gives one quickness of action. 
Consider the attitude of athletes in a race 
when the word, “Ready!” is given. How 
they stand poised on tip-toe, at the next 
signal to spring forward with all their en- 
ergy. Is my soul thus ready to spring for- 
ward to the doing of those things which thou 
commandest? 

Our readiness must be both in body and 
soul. The service of my whole being must 
be consecrated to God. “Glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit which are God’s.” 
The body is the instrument of the Holy Spir- 
it, and if we glorify Him in all the actions 
of body and strength of spirit, in the end 
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inthians, ‘ Kaew: ye ae that your bocigil | 
the temple of the living God, as God ha} 
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in the 
and I will be their God, and they shall | 
my people.” On the day of Christ’s Ascej 
sion into heaven, the angel announced to tl 
disciples, ‘“This same Jesus which is takd 
up from you into heaven shall so come |} 
like manner as ye have seen Him go in| 
heaven.” St. John further assures us thi 
“when He shall appear we shall be like hi 
Contemplate this glorious destiny prepard 
for us. Few truths in Scripture are taug] 
more emphatically or repeatedly: we ai 
“predestined to be conformed to the imag 
of his Son.” “We shall bear also the imag 
of the heavenly.” He “shall change our vi 
body that it may be fashioned like unto h 
glorious body.” “When Christ who is o 
life shall appear, then shall ye also 22PG 
with him in glory.” 

Consider what is meant by serving Go 
cheerfully. Cheerfulness is an essential not 
of the Christian. Our Lord was giving 
command when He warned His disciples « 
tribulation to come, and added, “Be of goo 
cheer.” Cheerfulness is not hilarity it is nc 
an excited form of joy. It is a settled di: 
position of mind and heart. It implies 
deep, permanent, contentment of spirit ari: 
ing out of the presence and action of th 
Holy Ghost. It is based upon the certaint 
of God’s indwelling love and power whic 
leave no room for anxiety, or for the nece: 
sity of encouraging ourselves with stron; 
vehement words or actions. Its essenti 
characteristic is the imperturable caln 
growing out of the divine assurance. “Ri 
joice in the Lord, and again I say rejoice. 


The final aim and purpose is to accon 
plish those things which thou commandes 
To accomplish a thing is to fulfil it con 
pletely, leaving nothing undone, no lack 
no loose threads, in short to attain perfe 
tion of service. Perfection in the world ; 
beyond our human powers, but God take 
our efforts, if we are faithful, and unite 
them to the perfect work of our Lord, an 
accepts them as our offering. “He who hat 
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vegun a good work in you will perform it 
into the day of Jesus Christ.” Can any 
issurance be sweeter, or stronger, “or more 
ruitful of profound peace of heart? 


The Twenty-First Sunday After Trinity 


THE CoLLect 
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to 
thy faithful people pardon and peace, that 
hey may be cleansed from all their sins, and 
serve thee with a quiet mind; through 
Tesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

To-day we plead for God’s faithful people 
(0 be cleansed from sin. It seems a contra- 
liction. If we have been faithful, how is 
t that we need cleansing? Alas, if we view 
t thus, then the faithful are indeed minished 
rom the earth. But this is not God’s view. 
Though I have sinned, if I turn to Him 
‘epenting, He counts me still as among the 
aithful ones who are deserving of His 
nercy. “For he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness.” 


The pardon we crave involves much more 
han the taking away of sin and its conse- 
juences. It means the restoration of spir- 
tual beauty and strength which were lost 
hrough our sin—beauty that we might adorn 
dis Kingdom, and by our lives make God’s 
ervice attractive to others; strength, that 
ve might be able to avenge ourselves in the 
attle of temptation against Satan, and ex- 
el his power out of our lives. “For thou 
yreventest him with the blessings of good- 
less; thou settest a crown of pure gold 
mn his head.” : 

But we are not to forget that we can have 
either beauty nor strength of our own. We 
re not, however, to think that this leaves 
is destitute. On the contrary, the fact that 
_ possess none of these things of myself 
nakes it possible for God to enter in, 
ossess, and work in and through my fac- 
ties. “When I am weak then am I strong,” 
leclared the apostle, for then nothing of his 
wn interfered with the divine activity in 
is heart and will. 

We ask to be cleaned from all our sins. 
“he cleansing must be a total cleansing. To 
emove the guilt of our sin means the re- 
noval of all guilt. In order to secure this 
ur penitence must be complete. There must 


be genuine sorrow for all the sins of which 
we are conscious, not to be sorry for any 
one sin is to fail in penitence for them all. 
We can make no exceptions. If our pardon 
is to be universal so must our penitence be 
universal. St. Paul expresses this principle 
in his prayer for the Thessalonians at the 
close of his first epistle to the Church— 
“May the God of peace sanctify you wholly ; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Pardon and peace are always associated 
together. There is nothing that is so dis- 
turbing to the inner spirit as a consciousness 
of guilt. But the pardon of God does away 
with guilt, and consequently with the sense 
of guilt, and peace reigns in the heart which 
can rejoice in the forgiveness which God 
bestows. The world is ever longing for 
peace, but together with the longing there 
is sin, and peace cannot enter. God desires 
to bestow His peace upon us if we will only, 
by His help, create the necessary conditions. 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on thee.” 

Such pardon as this must bring peace of 
heart. We are no longer anxious, because 
we know that in the strength of God we can 
overcome everything. Thus can we serve 
Him with a quiet mind. Disquietude im- 
plies doubt; but there is no doubt in our 
minds. Sure of the final outcome, we can 
pass through darkness and strife, serene and 
content; “if God be for us, who can be 
against us?” 

The heart at peace is the heart that is in 
possession of its faculties, each functioning 
as it ought, and therefore with the best re- 
sults. St. Augustine defines peace as that 
tranquility which results from order, every- 
thing being in its place, all parts perfectly 
coordinated and working without clash or 
interference. The effectiveness of our work 
is too often diminished because we are full 
of conflicts within, lacking in coordination. 
If we yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit 
there will be no conflict for the office of that 
blessed Spirit is to order all things sweetly. 


Love is infallible; it has no errors, for all 
errors are the want of love—Walliam Law. 
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Loma bs 


By Gowan H. WILLIAMS 


July 10th with the mail-boy from the 

mission who goes up to the mango tree 
at the cross roads. There he is met by a 
mail-boy from Vezala and one from Kpan- 
demai. We reached the mango tree in the 
early afternoon and I was turned over to 
the mail-boy going to Vezala. We walked 
on for several hours more until we reached 
Sanomai where I met Father Bessom and 
we had chop there and God Palaver in the 
evening. After God Palaver we set out for 
Vezala; since it was about 9 p.m. at the 
time, we made the trip by lamplight, getting 
to the town at 10 p.m. 


At Vezala the school, church and our 
houses are located just outside the town. 
The church is dedicated to the African 
Martyrs and is of mud exterior with some 
wood finishing on the inside. It seats about 
one hundred, and the congregation is most- 
ly composed of school-boys. Just above the 
church on the next terrace is the school 
compound with the dormitories, teacher’s 
lodgings, etc. On the next level is the 
monastery. This is approached by a very 
long flight of stairs carved in the clay. There 
must be close to fifty steps from the school 
compound to the monastery level. I always 
have the feeling that I’ am approaching a 
Aztec temple when I go there. The house at 
Vezala is of mud with a zinc roof, with 
doors, and windows with screens. It is on 
the top of a hill with a glorious view of the 
whole countryside in every direction. Here 
the ‘fathers. refer to it as the “Loma 
Acropolis.” There is plenty of land on the 
top of the plateau. which is partly lawn and 
partly planted with fruit trees, but these 
are still young. Below the “Acropolis” lie 
the school roofs and then below them the 
church; off a bit is the town of Vezala. 


| SET out from Bolahun on Saturday, 


Dominic Hina and Gilbert Gizi are the 
two teachers at St. Stephen’s School, 
Vezala, and John Joma is our evangelist 
who goes about in the nearby towns every 
week preaching. There are about forty boys 


examinations for June which came aba 
the middle of the month. We had Mass 1} 


Prayer in the Loma language which Johy 
Joma has each morning during term timd 
Paul Moliba, my teacher in Loma, come} 
from Vezala and there I met his mothez} 


She is not yet a Christian. 


There is much work to be done on thj 
Church of the African Martyrs. There ar} 
plans for new pilasters, new wooden pillar} 
inside, eventually a completely new sanctuj 
ary with concrete floor, red wood panel 
ling for the altar, a credence table anc 
pedestal for the statue of the Blesse 
Virgin. I am hoping that we will be able t4 
obtain a statue of St. Stephen, the patror 
of the school, to be placed in the church 
Wooden boards are being placed at regulai 
intervals on both sides, seven to a side, or 
which one of our talented Bandi boys is 
going to paint the fourteen Stations of the 
Cross. 

Father Bessom left for Kpandemai or 
the 14th, but I stayed a day longer. On the 
15th in the afternoon I set out with Kpoto 
one of the school-boys for Kpandemai. 

There we have primer, first, second anc 
fourth grades. The third grade boys are 
at Vezala or at St. Agnes School, Bolahun 
I had a real sample of the old style country 
school method in one classroom. 

On Saturday the boys were free to de 
work about the compound, to weave or g¢ 
farming in the nearby area. It is a busy 
time right now and the people everywhere 
are preparing the next planting of rice. Or 
Saturday we did some work on a muc 
wall at the front and on the school clas: 
room. The boys taught me some of thei 
songs and I taught them a song or two tha 
I knew. Augustine does this about once ¢ 
week with them and they know a gooc 
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nany songs. They know how to keep on 
itch and even harmonize some of the 
ongs. 

Sunday morning we took the opportunity 
f singing two extra hymns and preaching 
. short sermon which Tanu Koli interpret- 
d for me, since there were a few from the 
own who could not understand English, 
nd then there are several of the boys in 
he lower grades who have as limited a 
nowledge of English as I have of Loma. 
Augustine returned about noon from 
solahun. 

Monday was given over to examinations 
oth in the morning (fourth grade) and in 
he lower grades in the afternoon. I had 
nade out the exam questions on Sunday 
fternoon, so we had those questions for 
he Monday exams, and Augustine planned 
is Own exams for the remaining tests on 
he fourth grade. 

Monday afternoon a messenger from the 
own arrived to inform the teacher that the 
ather was to stay inside the house when 
ie heard the bush devil coming. I was out 
1 the town supervising the preparation of 
aud for the school room wall when the 
dvanced guard of the bush devil came into 
own. He was dressed up with feathers and 
yore a bell around his waist which jingled 
1errily as he trotted through the street. He 
oes ahead to warn the women and those 


not belonging to the bush society to get 
inside as the devil is coming. I was in- 
structed by Teacher Augustine to go inside. 

Tuesday morning early I set out for 
Bolahun with one of the older second grade 
boys as a guide, leaving my chop-box to be 
transported by a carrier whom they were 
sending from the mission. 

Kpandemai is the heart of devil medicine 
for Loma country and the Loma people are 
more deeply steeped in the ancient bush 
medicine than any other tribe in Liberia. 
This makes the work among these people 
much harder, for it is not easy for them to 
give up the devil medicine for the good 
medicine of Christ, but in time I am sure 
that the Loma people may be real leaders 
in Christianity once they do make the 
change. If they can practice evil medicine 
faithfully and well, they ought eventually 
to do the same with the Christian way. 
Kpandemai Mountain lies right behind 
the town. It is an hours’ walk away. It is 
the abode of the chief of all the devils and 
the most deadly medicine. It is therefore 
fitting that we should have a Christian 
school at Kpandemai to teach the coming 
generations that the evil spirits have been 
replaced by a more powerful one—the Holy 
Spirit, who brings blessings and not evil. 

There are four bush devils. Two can be 
seen by women and non-members and two 
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cannot. The devil which came through the 
town on Monday afternoon on his way to 
Kpokamai was one of the two of the more 
sacred in the secret society. The boys told 
me that he had come out of the devil bush 
to attend the funeral of Chief Waywa Jolla 
at Kpangbalomai, some ten days before, 
and that the reason for his re-appearance 
was the death and funeral of an old and 
illustrious elder of the town of Kpokamai. 


On Tuesday when I was returning to 
the mission. I ran into several interesting 
bush medicines. My guide and I were 
walking through the forest when we came 
upon some people who belonged to the 
same town where my guide lives. He stop- 
ped to say “how do” in Loma and snap 
fingers with them in the customary African 
greeting. He did not snap fingers with the 
women, however, although I did not realize 
this at the time. But after snapping fingers 
with the two men, I extended my hand 
toward the woman to do likewise and she 
drew away from me. I was told by my 
school-boy guide that I must not snap 
fingers with her because she had been to 
the medicine man and that if she greeted 
anyone in the customary fashion that the 
child she was carrying would be born dead. 


After leaving a town along the way and 
going into the bush, Koluba pointed out 


the. entrance to the devil bush for the 
particular town. It was a grass covere 
barrier with an open clearing in front ar 
queer looking black things that looked lik 
the tops of old feather dusters badly charre 
and very black sticking out of the groun 
in the clearing. I have since found out the 
they are a member of the fern family ani 
that they are merely decorations with 
significance. This is the entrance to th 
famous. —African Bush School, and t 
residence of the local devil. 


We were still in Loma country whe 
Koluba said that this side of the roa 
(indicating the left side) is part of th 
devil bush and no woman dare go into i 
If she does and should meet the devil, sh 
will surely die. She can, however, go int 
the bush on the right side. 


Almost all the towns both in Loma an 
Bandi country are surrounded by a rin 
of interwoven vines like a great cable. Thi 
is to keep out the evil spirits from the tow1 
In one town we had a chief who becam 
a Christian and the fathers made him tea 
up the vine surrounding the town, which h 
did and it has not been put back. 

We left the deep forest of Loma countr 
and entered into Bandi country and m 
guides both coming and going told me eac 
time when we crossed the tribal lines, 
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Robert Nelson 


: By E. M. Matone 


] 


Four years before the Restoration of the 
Merry Monarch, Charles II, there was 
orn in the City of London on June 22nd, 
tobert Nelson who grew up to be a devoted 
hurchman and an ardent supporter of all 
ood works. His father died when he was 
mly two years old and to his mother was 
ntrusted the duty of bringing up this child. 
te was placed with Bishop Bull, then 
tector of Suddington, Gloucestershire, as 
private pupil. This influence implanted in 
Velson a sound theological foundation for 
is future thought and a deep affection for 
he Church of England. 

The luxurious court with its lax morality 
ut his principles to the test and his mar- 
iage to a Roman Catholic also tested his 
evotion to the Church of England, but he 
ever faltered in his loyalty to God or to his 
yhurch. His travels on the continent with 
is wife and his acquaintances with leading 
foman Catholics seemed to enable him to 
tand more firmly with the Reformed 
thurch of England than with Papal Rome. 


The Society for Promoting Christian 
<nowledge was founded in 1698 and in the 
sllowing year Nelson became a member 
nd continued till his death at the age of 
9, in the year 1715. The epitaph on his 
qaonument in the burial ground of the 
thurch of St. George the Martyr in Ken- 
ington was written in Latin by Dr. 
molridge, Bishop of Bristol. It is quite a 
ong one, but a few quotations from it are 
f interest: 


Here is buried Robert Nelson, Esqr., 
son of John Nelson, a citizen of 
London and one of the Company of 
Turkey Merchants. His mother was 
Delicia, sister of Sir Gabriel Roberts, 
of the same city and Company. He 
married the Right Hon. Lady Theo- 
phila Lucy, widow of Sir Kingsman 
Lucy, Bart., and daughter of John, 
Earl of Berkeley .. . 

No company of good men was form- 
ed, either for the sound education of 


the poor at the cost of their richer fel- 
low creatures, or for promoting the 
public good, or for advancing God’s 
glory to which he did not gladly give 
himself as fellow worker... 

As long as the Christian Sacrifice 
shall be duly celebrated among partak- 
ers of the Holy Supper the memory of 
Nelson will flourish: . . . him will they 
recognize as their companion at once 
and pride, amidst their hymns and 
prayers, their holy rejoicing and their 
sighs. 

The Companion for the Festwals and 
Fasts was published by S.P.C.K. in 1703. 


In his preface he says it is “an attempt 
to rescue the Festivals and Fasts of the 
Church of England not only from the pre- 
judice of those who have not yet reconciled 
themselves to her constitution, but chiefly 
from the contempt and neglect of such as 
profess themselves her obedient members 

. and humbly to offer such aid and assis- 
tance to well-disposed minds, that they may 
be enabled to improve all these holy sea- 
sons.” 


The plan he follows, to use his own 
words is “in the preliminary instructions to 
clear the observation of the Festivals and 
Fasts from those objections to which they 
were most exposed” and “to set them in 
such a light as may best discover their 
beauty and excellency.” 


He goes on to state that since St. Paul’s 
rule is that “all things be done decently and 
in order,’ it implies an obligation of 
obedience to lawful authority. All admit 
the duty of fasting and prayer and there- 
fore what we are obliged to do at some 
times is no less a duty when lawful authority 
prescribes a certain time for doing it. The 
foreign churches, he says, have preserved 
the observance of Festivals, as for example, 
the remains of Christianity which still 
subsist in the Greek Church are very much 
owing to the solemn observation of their 
feasts and fasts “and we should not refuse 
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to obey such ordinances accepted by Protest- 
ant Churches abroad which have had so 
good an effect on a church otherways over- 
run with ignorance under the oppression of 
infidels.” 

Sundays are placed at the head of the 
list of festivals, which follow those so nam- 
ed in the Book of Common Prayer, as an 
indication that all should be kept in the 
same way as the Lord’s Day. 

Canon 13 of 1603 lays down the manner 
of observance, but “Custom which in due 
time becomes the interpretation of Law 
hath made this rest from a labour 
upon all festivals impracticable.” 

He commends the practice of the Re- 
ligious Societies—presumably S.P.C.K. and 
S.P.G.—for they obey the laws of the 
Church and embrace all opportunities for 
receiving Holy Communion, provided at St. 
Mary le Bow and St. Dunstan’s in the 
West, until such are offered in their own 
parish churches. Apparently there was some 
criticism of this, for he argues that the 
objections urged against the Religious 
Societies under Canons 13 and 73 are a 
misreading of rules designed against per- 
nicious opinions of the Anabaptists, and 
such meetings as tend to deprave the 
doctrine of the Church of England, there- 
fore such consequences cannot be charged 
against devoted members of the Church. 

For his historical sketches he borrows 
from Dr. Cave’s Lives of the Apostles since 
accounts of the lives of many of the Blessed 
Apostles are so imperfect that we are left 
“to guess at their indefatigable labours by 
their happy effects.” He feels that the un- 
happy method of the world to form Chris- 
tian heroes on pagan models makes it a 
matter of little wonder that few Christian 
Princes distinguish themselves by what is 
properly their glory. If we design to attain 
the happiness now enjoyed by the saints we 
must tread in their steps.” 

As for the times in which he lives, he con- 
siders them as marked by contempt of the 
clergy, decay of religion, looseness of prin- 
ciple, and corruption of morals in all ranks 
and orders of men, and to remedy this great 
evil he uses his explanation of the Ember 
Fasts to show the nature of the several of- 


} 


fices of the ministry, the authority of the} 
commission, the dignity of the priesthooy 
and the duty of the laity to their spirituy 
superiors. He makes the suggestion that 
Convocation ever revised the Catechism | 
might be well to add some questions on t 
sacred ministry, so that the next generatic 
might retrieve that respect for the Sacrq 
Order we so scandalously. want in this onf 
The clergy, he thinks are too modest in it} 
structing the laity in their duty and hopé¢ 
that this work may contribute something td 
wards “reviving the piety and devotion ¢ 
the primitive times: to which I wish 
were as conformable in our practices as | 
am well satisfied we are in our doctrines.” } 

Nelson’s Companion is no small pampl 
let; it is a good sized volume. Throughoy 
it is in catechetical form, because he think 
that method to be more universally instruc 
tive. Many, he says, can “judge of the ford 
of an answer who are much puzzled 
follow reason through a chain of cons@¢ 
quences.” 

It is not possible here to discuss the actud 
teaching of the Companion. Some of it, ni 
doubt, is open to criticism by modern stanc 
ards, but all of it is interesting and much ¢ 
it is most valuable even in our day. It migh 
well be made the basis of a book of instruc 
tion for people today who are no better ac 
quainted with the teaching of the Church o 
its Festivals and Fasts than were those e¢ 
the eighteenth century. 

The books abound in references to Hol 
Scripture, the Fathers of the Church am 
other ecclestiastical writers as well as class 
ical allusions. Canon Law is regarded a 
much more binding than most consider i 
today. The 1851 edition contains a usefu 
index, a scheme for self-examination, famil 
prayers and a table of prayers and thanks 
givings used in the book. 

It is not merely two books of instruction 
one on the Festivals and one on the Fast 
bound together, but to each lesson are ap 
pended prayers, mostly taken from th 
Prayer Book, but some of which also seen 
to be original compositions. These the au 
thor offers as “heads for meditation whicl 
may contribute to improvement in Christia1 
virtue.” 
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Between the Testaments 


By A. APPLETON PacKarp, O.H.C. 


A Review.* 

™“ CHOOLBOYS who still study the Lat- 

in of Caesar’s Galiic Wars know that 

“all Gaul is divided into three parts.” 
et only scholars and a comparatively small 
umber of Churchmen are aware that the 
ible is really composed of three divisions: 
ot just the two familiar Old and New Tes- 
iments, but also a third called “The Apoc- 
ypha.”” The mysterious word itself simply 
leans in Greek “hidden or secret things.” 
Vhen Christianity was growing strong, 
were centered in Alexandria, Egypt, many 
eculiar religious beliefs called “Gnostic- 
m,”—mystical speculations and “secret 
nowledge” of the Divine. Their handbooks, 
sequently termed ‘apocryphal,’ were 
either plain to understand nor their con- 
nts public property. Gnostics became ri- 
als to Christians, and even tried to borrow 
nd utilize Christian thunder. Thus it was 
sarcely a fair term to apply to the great 
ritings we are considering, for they were 
s openly known, popular, and valuable as 
1e Old Testament ‘“‘canon’—meaning au- 
1orized rule or standard of accepted Jew- 
h sacred literature. A better expression 
though unfortunately even more formid- 
ble) would be “deutero-canonical’’ books? : 
lose of secondary rank so far as Jews and 
hristians were concerned. Due principally 
» St. Jerome, who at Bethlehem in the last 
uarter of the fourth century translated into 
Vulgate” or common Latin the Hebrew of 
1e Old and the Greek of the New Testa- 
lents, this description of the intertestamen- 
il writings was applied. After he had finish- 
1 his translation of the books we recognize 
‘om Genesis to Malachi, he added the others 
1 an appendix, stating that “Whatever is 
utside these (Old Testament) must be 
laced among the Apocrypha.” ? Neverthe- 
ss it is an act of justice to the saint and 
sholar to admit that in all likelihood he sim- 


*Robert H. Pfeiffer, History of New Testament Times With 
| Introduction to the Apocrypha, (New York: Harper and Broth- 
s, 1949). pp. xii +561. Cloth, $4.00. 

1R. H. Malden, The Apocrypha, 39. 

4 ]bid., 42. 


ply wished to indicate difference from rather 
than inferiority to the more widely accepted 
canon of the Old Testament. * 

For two hundred years the Apocrypha 
formed an integral part of the Bible used by 
every Christian, and still holds this position 
in the Roman Church. The Jews even had 
two editions of the Bible in the early per- 
iod of Christianity. Translations into Greek 
of the Hebrew of the Old Testament— 
Greek being the koine or commonly-used 
speech of the Mediterranean world—con- 
tained the Apocrypha, especially the Septu- 
agint, supposedly fathered by seventy trans- 
lators. This last was the Bible of the vast 
number of Hellenistic or Greek-influenced 
Hebrews. Jews using their own tongue fol- 
lowed the Hebrew editions wherein the 
Apocryphal section does not appear. Un- 
certainty exists why it was never received 
into the Hebrew canon, since nowadays stu- 
dents are clear that nearly every part was 
originally Hebraic, or else written in Pales- 
tinian Aramaic,—the simplified Hebrew 
spoken in Christ’s days. Only Greek trans- 
lations have survived in most cases. Per- 
haps controversies with rising Christianity 
drove Jews to more restricted texts. Dis- 
tinction cannot rightly be made between the 
usual Old Testament and the Apocrypha up- 
on the basis of quality of contents, because 
in this respect the latter compares quite fav- 
orably with some of the former. I Maccabees 
is much better history than Chronicles, and 
Wisdom and Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) con- 
tain many valuable passages both for relig- 
ious edification and doctrine. 

The Apocrypha lies between the Testa- 
ments in binding the printed volume of the 
complete Bible, and in point of time. A word 
by way of historical background for the three 
centuries roughly 200 B. C. to 100 A. D.,4 
in which it originated. This helps us un- 
derstand its doctrinal teaching and relation 
to the entire literature of the Hebrew Scrip- 

*[bid., 43, 


4R. H. Charles, The Religious Development Between the 
Old Testament and the New Testament, 185. 
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tures, as well as the very real aid it offers to 
students of the New Testament. When 
these books were developing significant 
changes occurred among the world’s na- 
tions. First the Persian Empire fell to Alex- 
ander the Great (approximately 330 B. C.). 
After his death his dominion broke up into 
four great states. Over a long period Pal- 
estine was controlled first by Egypt to the 
South, next by Syria to the North. Israel’s 
position grew more and more precarious, 
victimized by international rivalries. While 
her existence as a nation was threatened by 
extinction, she turned increasingly to popu- 
lar Messianic hopes—a Deliverer from on 
high who would rescue and set her aloft 
among the peoples of the earth. National- 
istic self-concern® dominated her, until the 
might of Rome by Our Lord’s day had over- 
whelmed and by 70 A. D. trampled to dust 
successive aspirations for permanent nation- 
hood, only in contemporary 1949 to be re- 
vived. Each of these events the Apocrypha 
reflects. 


For centuries it was considered practi- 
cally on a level with the rest of the Scriptur- 
es. At the Reformation Luther accepted it. In 
Sweden by 1541 a complete Bible was pub- 
lished, the joint translation of Laurentius 
and Olaus Petri, This included the Apocry- 
pha, since it was based on Luther’s German 
Bible. Indeed, considerable stress was laid 
on it. Lutheran and non-Lutheran Pro- 
testants, though, disagreed sharply in using 
or disusing it. Among the latter, for exam- 
ple, there came to a head a dispute in the 
British and Foreign Bible Society during 
the 1820s, due to the circulation of the Apoc- 
rypha with the canonical Scriptures.7 An 
outstanding Scottish minister in London de- 
clared that “all Scotland would rise as one 
man against the Apocrypha.” Finally the 
Edinburgh committee refused to accept “the 
adulterated Word.” Edward Irving, founder 
of the Irvingite sect, sided with his country- 
men but tried hard to prevent a schism over 
this controversy. On May 2, 1827, he pointed 
out that in Scotland the Apocrypha was 


5 Cuthbert Simpson, ‘‘The Church in the Scriptures,” pamph- 
let issued by the National Guild of Churchmen, 6. 

©L. A. Haselmayer, ‘‘The Reformation in Sweden,” Holy 
Cross Magazine, September, 1949, 244. 

7 Andrew L. Drummond, Edward Irving and His Circle, 108, 


neither known nor recognized, suggestit 
that the Society remember this and give pré€ 
erence to agencies distributing the Canoni¢ 
Scriptures. His biographer remarks: “At t 
present day (1930s) one is surprised at tl 
heat provoked by this ‘Apocrypha controve 
sy.’ The modern mind appreciates the bool 
of Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus, and is w 
aware of arid tracts in Leviticus and Ez 
kiel, ‘canonical’ though they be.” Fr. He 
ert agrees that “on the whole Esther | 
less edifying than Ecclesiasticus.”® “Br 
a century ago the idea of what was ‘inspi’ 
ed’ was hard-and-fast. Irving would hay 
been surprised to know that, at the servic 
held at Annan on 7th December, 1934, th 
first lesson was taken from a book which } 
pronounced ‘shrewd rather than divine’ wit} 
‘little heavenward drift in it to the sou 
That reading was from Ecclesiasticus 4: 
‘Let us now praise famous men’.” ® 


Characteristically, the Church of Engla: 
compromised, holding the Apocrypha suit 
able for religious edification, although 7 
has no validity as a source of doctrine: “fo 
example of life and instruction of manners 
(Articles of Religion, VI).1° Our Ameri 
can Church followed the Mother’s exam 
ple in acting similarly. But there were al 
ways those who strove to reassert the Apoc 
rypha’s unique values. A picture of its treat 
ment is found, for instance, in the officia 
report of the Typographical Corrector o 
the sacred text to the General Conventior 
of 1859. He says that ‘““No Bible, meritori 
ous of use in our Churches, can be destitut 
of the Apocrypha from which the lessons ot 
certain holy days are taken; and to th 
Apocrypha the translator introduces margi 
nal references, pertinent though not numer 
ous. To these references to the Apocryphi 
Dr. Blaney (another translator of a century 
previously) added a few others, equalh 
pertinent, inserted among the larger numbe 
of additional references which he made t 
the Canonical Scriptures; and all these ref 
erences to the Apocrypha are found in ou 
standard of 1806 or 1812, but are wanting 
in the later editions of Oxford” (italic 


8A. G. Hebert, The Authority of the Old Testament, 36. 
2Drummond, op. cit., 109. 
2° Charles,“ op. cit., 186. 
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Curist ENTHRONED IN GLORY 
By Fra Angelico 


ine). '! Thus “a certain prejudice against 
e Apocrypha caused most Angli- 
n exegesis in the nineteenth century to be 
duly unwilling to recognize the clear 
aces of it which are discernible in the New 
sstament.” 1" A far different story can 
ww be told. By 1943 the Standing Litur- 
cal Commission presented in final form the 
bles of Psalms and Lessons perfected in 
ial use since 1935, annually revised in the 
rht of experience, and now proposed for 
loption as the official Lectionary of the 
piscopal Church. 1? “Many previously un- 
ed tracts of the Prophets, the Epistles, and 


2 Journal, General Convention, 1859, Report of the Typo- 
iphical Corrector appointed by the Convention of 1856, 
nry M. Mason, Appendix L. . 

32 Hebert, op. cit., 193. 


the Apocrypha have been opened up, to the 
real enrichment of the intellectual and ethic- 
al implications of the Faith. Not all of these 
are of equal immediate value, hence the 
principle of free choice among them; but 
all are bound to find their uses.”!* A glance 
at the new series of Biblical lections shows 
that Baruch, Wisdom, Tobit, Ecclesiasticus, 
2 Esdras, the Song of the Three Children, 
and I Maccabees were selected for public 
reading in our Churches—selecting from 
nearly half of the entire Apocrypha. 

Here, for the benefit of the uninitiated, I 
call the roll of Apocrypha’s complete con- 
tents; I and II Esdras, Tobit, Judith, The 


18 Convention Journal, 1943, Report, etc. 404. 
14 Tbid., 405. 
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Rest of Esther, Wisdom of Solomon, Ec- 
clesiasticus, Baruch, The Epistle of Jeremy, 
The Rest of Daniel (Song of the Three Chil- 
dren, History of Susanna, Bel and the Drag- 
on), Prayer of Manasses, and I and II Mac- 
cabees. Sometimes the arrangement is dif- 
ferent, but this is generally accepted. A 
few years ago Dr. Charles, greatest Eng- 
lish authority in this field, gave their origins 
and classification thus: Palestinian Jewish 
literature. a. Historical: I Ezra (Esdras), 
I Maccabees; b. Legendary: Baruch —and 
Judith; c. Apocalyptic (prophetic revela- 
tions): II Ezra;1> d. Didactic (teaching) : 
Ecclesiasticus (or Sirach), Tobit, Manasses, 
Jeremy, Wisdom. Hellenistic Jewish litera- 
ture: combinations of historical and legend- 
ary: Additions to Daniel and Esther, and IT 
Maccabees. 1° 


As insensibility is the mother of ingrati- 
tude, love is the principle of thankfulness. 
—Ayrillon. 


Appreciation for and understanding of 
this division of the Bible has grown a great 
deal in recent times. Job, Proverbs, and Ec- 
clesiasticus, with the Apocryphal Wisdom 
of Solomon and _ Ecclesiasticus compose 
what is known as the “Wisdom Literature” 
of the Old Testament. Such is the judgment 
of experts in 1949, It is almost amusing to 
contrast the respect in which these books are 
held today, and the far later dates assigned 
to their composition by exhaustive scholar- 
ship, with the estimate of students in a by- 
gone generation. In 1878 an English com- 
mentator on Job 1" considered that this su- 
perb poem greatly antedated in age and out- 
ranked in style “the Arabic and Hebrew 
writers” of the closing chapters of Ecclesi- 
astes and other writings of the same era. He 
mentions Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, and Ba- 
ruch as characterized by “artificial combi- 
nations, studied antitheses, and involved 
construction of sentences,” proving that such 
writers belong “to a period of declining 
taste, of decadence and decay.” Recently, 
however, Dr. Cuthbert Simpson of The Gen- 


15 R. H. Charles, op. cit., 187. 

16 Jbid., 188. 

17F, C. Cook, Ed., Commentary of the Holy Bible, sec~ 
tion on the Book of Job. 12. 


eral Theological Seminary, New Yor, 
pointed out their real greatness. ‘““The | 
terest of that literature is primarily in mj 
as man, not in man as an Israelite. Front 


and enter Israel as a family, a gentile mjf 
renounce his own nationality with its cl 
tural values, and become a Jew. Awd 
themselves of this difficulty, the Jewish q 
thors of these books posed the answer 
the question whether membership int) 
House of Israel was necessary to man’s f 
ing saved. They replied that to be a real pq: 
son-saved- it is essential that a man beloj 
to a community making for freedom. At t}! 
time the only such community was Israj 
And a Hebrew scholar corroborates tli 
viewpoint in showing that the writings 
Enoch (in Ethiopic and Slavic forms), Bj 
ruch (in Syriac and Greek), IV Ezy 
the Wisdom of Solomon, IV Maccabed 
and also Philo of Alexandria’s works, 
full of universalistic conceptions and expe) 
tations as well as promises of a purely Jey 
ish and nationalistic nature. 1° 


This same Dr. Joseph Klausner emph} 
sizes the beauty to be found in “Wisdom.” 
“In words filled with wonderful poet} 
beauty, which reveals itself both in the fin| 
ness of the metaphors and word-picture| 
and in the splendor of the parallelism 4 
members characteristic of ancient Hebre 
poetry, the author of the Wisdom of Sold 
mon portrays the remorse of the ungod] 
over the worldly pleasures in which they ir 
dulged, but which could not fulfil their de 
sires or satisfy their souls. Pleasure, alon 
with riches and pride, fled like a shadow 
like a ‘fleeting rumor,’ like a ship passin 
through the midst of the sea, its wake be 
ing obliterated like the waves (5:9-12). 
Other treasures are discoverable in th 
Apocrypha. Tobit 4:15 quotes the “Gold 
en Rule’ in negative form. 7! Vicarious suf 


18 Simpson, pamphlet cited, 5. 

19 Joseph Klausner, From Jesus to Paul, American transl. 
tion, 1943, 529, 

20 Ibid., 129. 

71 Ibid., }93. 
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ring, so classically depicted in Isaiah 53 
found in the extracanonical books such as 
’T Maccabees 6:29 and 17:21, 22—based 
on II Maccabees. ?* Many of the teach- 
ys of Christ and St. Paul are grounded in 
e Old Testament and Apocryphal litera- 
re. °° Striking the notes of nationalism, 
lvation, universalism, beauty, and suffer- 
zy, the “missing link” between the Testa- 
ents thus provides an essential background 
r complete understanding of Our Lord’s 
ctrines. To them may be annexed the best 
wtures of Hellenism: pagan Greek and Ori- 
tal teachings and culture. These were in 
e very air. A clear example is Koheleth or 
clesiastes, containing no systematic phil- 
ophy at all. One already feels in it that at- 
\sphere created by Hellenistic ideas and 
actices surrounding every thinker in the 
ear East in a manner from which it was 
possible for a Jew who thought deeply 
out universal questions to be entire- 
free.** This is equally true of the whole 
isdom Literature. 


What is the situation today? Increased 
idy and use of the Apocrypha even in far- 
stant Mission fields is going on; and the 
nstant cry comes from those most fitted 
know, that Churchpeople “read, mark, 
umn, and inwardly digest” these hitherto 
glected pages of Holy Writ. For many 
ars it was not published in editions is- 
ed by the American Bible Society. That 
ganization has reversed its stand, and does 
int Bibles containing it. From China Bish- 
) Roberts of Shanghai not long ago re- 
ested the printing of a thousand copies of 
e Apocrypha in Chinese to be used by 
udents and missionaries. 7° On the other 
Je of the world, Liberia, West Africa, 
here our Order works in the Hinterland, 
e initial catalogue of the newly-revived 
uttington College and Divinity School at 
takoko makes provision for two out of 
x courses offered on the Bible to include 
Readings from the Apocrypha” and an- 
her on “The Wisdom Books.” These are 
artening answers abroad to such situa- 


2 Ibid., 526. Cf. also James Hastings, Dictionary of the 
ble, 42: ‘In some classifications 3 and 4 Macc. are included 
the Apocrypha.” 

"1 Klausner, op. cit., 482. 

4 Tbid., 464. 

Statement furnished by the Society. 


MAponNA AND CHILD 
By Donatello 


tions at home as that brought out by Dr. 
Malden, Dean of Wells Cathedral, Eng- 
land, who delivered a series of popular lec- 
tures about the Apocrypha in 1936—the 
best brief compendium of the subject I 
know. He deplores its neglect as “a real loss 
to English-speaking Christianity in more 
ways than one;” *° and declares that in his 
talks he quotes rather extensively since it 
is not safe to assume that the ordinary 
churchgoer is familiar with the Apocry- 
phal text or even possesses a copy for ref- 
erence. A like sentiment was echoed at this 
side of the Atlantic the same year by Pro- 
fessor Batten of The General Seminary in 
reviewing W. O. E. Oesterley’s An Intro- 
duction to the Books of the Apocrypha, ?* 
“The point is clear that these writings have 
been too much neglected by Christians.” 
That neglect is not overcome quite yet, as 
at least one reviewer ?® of the’ National 
Council’s first publication of the new Church 
educational series realizes. The Holy Scrip- 
tures by R. C. Dentan and others is fine in 
many respects, its main part constituted as 
a condensed guide-book to the entire Bible. 
The Apocrypha is included but barely men- 
tioned. “‘Some will feel that the Apocrypha 
ought to have been dealt with more fully. 


2860p, cit., 1. 

27 The Churchman, January 15, 1936, 5. 

28 Carroll E. Simcox, in The Living Church, Feb. 12, 1950, 
14, 
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But there isn’t room for everything in a 
single volume that must as a general com- 
mentary cover the whole Bible.” 

A single volume ?® appeared last year, 
however, on New Testament times and the 
Apocrypha which will be definitive in this 
field for years ahead. Box, Charles, and Oes- 
terley, heretofor masters of the subject in 
England are not only complemented but: in 
part superseded by this magnificent prod- 
uct of American scholarship. After a fasci- 
nating account of the chronological setting 
of the Apocrypha, Dr. Pfeiffer deals with 


All of our goodness is a loan: God is the 
owner.—St. John of the Cross. 


each of its books in turn. The massive work 
accomplished is evident in the bibliography 
and footnotes where practically no relevant 
publication would seem to be overlooked. 
Both style and content are lightened here 
and there by delightful touches #° such as 
the comparison of Greco-Roman attraction 
to Egyptian cults, to Californians enthusing 
over esoteric Eastern philosophies; ** gen- 
tle scoffing at the fanciful flights of Renan’s 
imagination about the possible triumph of 
Mithraism ; *? the likening of Alexandrian 
Jews holding aloof from Gentiles to people 
who dislike foreigners among them; ** and 
references to Apocrypha books by writers 
like eighteenth-century Joseph Addison and 
his charming essay on Ecclesiasticus. 94 The 
only perceivable weakness lies in the realm 
of theology, never of history or criticism. 
The author divides sharply between Roman 
Catholic and Protestant scholars, and at the 
end of his chapter on “Wisdom” and occa- 
sionally in other passages, he shows a lack 
of sympathetic appreciation of Catholic the- 
ological terminology, i. e., the word “hypos- 
tasis.” 3° Aside from  this—accountable 
from his own unexpressed but implied re- 
ligious connections—the whole volume is a 
“must” for a very important period of pre- 
29 That by R. H. Pfeiffer. 


% Op. cit., see also p. 114 on “‘professors.”’ 
31 Jbid., 154. 


35 pp, 350-351. 


* Orthodox Jew. *° Judith (“Jewess”) ist) 


Christian and early Christian times an} ¢ 


superb contribution to Biblical learning 

Highlights of the Apocryphal bo} 
summaries of their contents, fascina/ig 
sidelights into otherwise unnoticed detjl 
crowd the pages. I Esdras (the Greek Ez 
includes the famous tale of the relative pjp 


is excellent in form and content. It is rig 
ly classed as Wisdom literature, but 
possibly-have been originally a good exani) 
of a Zoroastrian popular homily ;” ** | 
closes with eloquent praise of Truth. #7 7 
Esdras or the Apocalypse of Ezra 
written near 90 A. D., “one of the most )) 
table and brilliant of the lot.” 3° Tobit ¢ 
of the coming golden age of Judaism, *° | 
depicts a fictitious though typical fine typ) 


intensely patriotic ancient short story } 
“baroque rather than classical” style. 41 “ 
Rest of Esther is composed of disconned 
additions to the extremely well-known } 
ther story.42 Two main purposes rey 
themselves in “The Wisdom of Solomo} 
the transference of Divine retribution }) 
good or evil to “the life of the world} 
come,” and in 15 :3 salvation gained throw 
knowledge of God and His power. *? Eccl} 
iasticus (Sirach) has parallels with Egyj 
literature, contains many invaluable mj 
ims, and deals with family relations and | 
cial intercourse. #* 180 B. C. is the date, | 
proximately, of its composition. * Prof. Pf 
fer finds the earliest reference to a school} 
51:23: “lodge in my house of instruct} 
(beth midrashi)”. Baruch, Jeremy, the 4 
ditions to Daniel, Manasses, and the t} 
Maccabees are likewise exhaustively cc 
sidered. © Thank God for this book, wh} 
at long last vindicates America’s share } 
international studies concerning the Apoci 
pha, and helps tremendously to reveal t} 
hitherto “hidden things of darkness” al 


, 
; 


} 


39 p. 51. 

49 5. 284, 

41 pp. 285, 298-299. 

43 pp. 304-305. 

43 pp. 342-43. Cf. p. 175. 

44 p. 388. 

48 yp. 50. 

46 The following pages are noteworthy: 412-413, 432-433, 4 
455, 460-461, 494, and 514-515, 
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We Confess The Lord 


By Heten D. ATKESON 


constructed of hewn logs and once 

painted green. The logs are rotten now 
id the paint is faded and ruined. The green 
lor must have been symbolic of the 
ernal green of the fir trees that surround 
is place; their cool and refreshing hue 
mains because it is derived from some- 
ing far more beautiful and lasting than 
e chemical compound which colors that 
hich man creates. 
Within this crumbling chapel the dark- 
sss made close observation impossible. 
bove the altar the sun tried to come in 
rough the jagged pieces of a broken 
indow, only the lower half remaining. The 
indow appeared to have consisted of a 
al; part of the shield depicting the crossed 
words and parallel keys still remained, as 
ell as the words ‘We Confess The Lord.’ 


Over the rough stone slab which once had 
srved as the credence table hung the cross 
f a crucifix. The figure had broken off and 
ad fallen in a heap on the table. Next to 
was a cruet which had once contained 
rater so high in mineral content that the 
sdiment had discolored the whole cruet. 
he broken crucifix and cruet immediately 
aptured my attention and imagination. 
Vhat was the story of this deserted chapel? 
id the broken figure of the Christ mean 
tat all that had been said and sung in this 
lace had gone for nought? What about the 
rords ‘We Confess The Lord’—where were 
rose who had confessed Christ as their 
ord ? 


D  consr is on the hill a small chapel, 


x * * * * 


The Bishop slowly arose from his chair 
as the words of the confirmation hymn 
were sung. He crossed over to where one 
small child was kneeling and quietly re- 
peated the prayer, beseeching that he 
may ‘daily increase in thy Holy Spirit 
more and more.’ As he placed his hands 
upon the child’s head the child raised his 
eyes in curiosity to see what was hap- 
pening to him. It was then that he first 


saw the strange words written on the 
window, ‘We Confess The Lord.’ What 
could they mean? He must find out. 


In the evening twilight the figure knelt 
at the altar rail. Within the rail itself 
the priest sat listening to the words which 
were uttered with such hesitancy as the 
kneeling figure fought to search his sin- 
ridden soul in his confession. In the semi- 
darkness the penitent lifted his eyes to 
the crucifix hanging over the credence 
table and then to the words of devotion 
and servitude at the bottom of the window 
— We confess the Lord—‘ confess the 
Lord.’ This glance enabled him to con- 
tinue with his heart rendering confession 
—of sins so burdensome that even the 
remembrance of them was agonizing. No 
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one but the priest could hear those words. 
No eyes but the eyes of the figure on the 
cross could see that face. Finally the voice 
of the priest rang clear through the 
chapel, “Go in peace, The Lord hath put 
away all thy sins,’ and the sinner’s 
heartfelt response, “My God, I have con- 
fessed Thee to be my Lord.” 

It was the Feast of the Transfiguration 
—a day which fulfilled the request in the 
collect for that day—all seemed to be 
delivered from the disquietude of this 
world and it was possible to behold the 
King in his beauty. The priest at the altar 
was waiting as the server handed him the 
cruet containing water taken from a near- 


A Letter To 


Y DEAR Young Friend :— 
We are very glad to receive your 
recent note. It is wonderful that you 
and so many other young men are inquiring 
about the matter of a vocation to the Re- 
ligious Life. For this we thank God. We are 
glad that you have written. 

You ask so many questions it will be bet- 
ter to take them up in groups. I do not 
fault you one bit for asking so much, for 
that is the only way to discover what you 
are anxious to learn. But the first impor- 
tant matter is to arrange for a visit to one of 
our monasteries. In that way you can see 
for yourself what Holy Cross is. 

The most important signs of a vocation 
are those within your own soul. Before a 
man tries the Religious Life as a novice, 
there is no infallible sign. Yet, if God has 
called you to leave all and take up your 
cross and follow Him, that signifies much. 
Perhaps in prayer, or possibly in pain the 
still small voice .has come. Possibly while 
at work, or while reading, the unmistak- 
able call has sounded. Our Lord is inter- 
ested in your soul, not in formal plans or 
methods. 

Next after that, there are two fundamen- 
tals which must accompany it as a guaran- 
tee that the vocation is genuine. These are 
not unlike the marks and other signs on 
our paper money which indicate that it has 
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‘by mountain spring, water that contain) 
so much iron sediment that it was alm¢d) 


i 


As the priest poured the water into th 

chalice a young man in the congregatil) 

lifted his eyes to the window above t) 

altar, his lips quietly forming the wor! 

‘We confess the Lord.’ | 
xk Soe 

Now the chapel is deserted—no lips 


peat those words on the window; no ha ! 


worshipped there—WE CONFESS TH 
LORD. | 


An Aspirant 


been issued and validated by our gover} 
ment. The silk threads in the paper and t| 
color of the ink used in printing, togethi) 
with a number of other minor indicatio} 
proclaim the money either counterfeit 
valid. For a true religious vocation we muj 
expect to find certain dispositions. Thej 
dispositions center in the desire for pray( 
and the desire to learn obedience. 


To consider obedience first, we do nq 
mean that a man should be negative, doir} 
nothing till commanded by his Superior. W 
have no place in our monastery for a horg 
or an ox, nor yet for an obstinate mul 
From an aspirant, however, we do requit 
a spirit of prompt, cheerful obedience. Anj 
man who comes to try his vocation mus 
have the strong desire to learn perfect obed! 
ence, even though he may not know whiz 
directions will be given him, nor what reall 
our Rule requires. 

As for prayer, it is impossible to imagin 
anyone sending in an inquiry even, unles 
he has asked our Lord most earnestly t 
manifest His Will in the matter. But in you 
two and a half years of training in the no 
vitiate great stress is laid on the method 
and forms of prayer. You must want to leart 
how to pray, and to live the life where com 
munion with God is the normal conditiot 
of the soul. This desire for prayer-life anc 
holy obedience are most closely bound to 
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GuarRDIAN ANGEL 
By Fano 


her, and form the core of what we call 
ligious vocation’. 

You ask about some of the details, and 
mechanics of coming to Holy Cross. To 
‘in at the requirements as laid down by 
- Rule, you must be 21 years of age and 
communicant in good standing in our 
irch. For your own protection as well as 
‘s, we also insist on the following. You 
uuld have a medical certificate of sound 
ith from a competent physician, and also 
etter from some priest who knows you 
ll. We can not accept a man who has un- 
d debts hanging over him, or who is re- 


sponsible for the support of relatives. No 
man who has been divorced can be even : 
considered. As you see, these are necessary 
conditions to be met before any further 
steps can be taken in a matter so import- 
ant. 


We give God the glory of our praise, and 
He gives us the glory of possessing Him.— 
St. Francis de Sales. 


Further than this, we always require an 
aspirant to visit one of our houses. He must 
stay long enough to allow us to see him and 
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confer with him, and for him to see what a 
monastery really is. Above all else, it is a 
house of prayer. Until this idea is firmly 
grasped it would be utterly unfair to re- 
ceive the candidate into the ranks of the Pos- 
tulants. 

Supposing that you have met all the re- 
quirements, and have been admitted as Pos- 
tulant, you have your seat in choir, and are 
permitted to join many of the community 
exercises. For six months you are given time 
to decide, by prayer and reflection, to _de- 
cide whether Holy Cross is the community 
you are seeking. You will find that Satan is 
a very real person, for he promptly tries to 
wreck your vocation. He plants silly doubts 
and foolish questions to unsettle you. Why 
all these hours of prayer? Why can we not 
get out and do something? Fasting and rig- 
orous routine are bad for my health. Thus 
is your vocation being tested. 

It reminds us of the story told of the late 
Bishop Hall of Vermont, who of course was 
a Cowley Father for many years before he 
was consecrated to the episcopal office. When 
he was a novice at Oxford he finally became 
disgruntled and decided to leave. He went 
to see the Superior, Father Benson, whom 
he found busy writing. With very few pre- 
liminaries he announced firmly, “Father I 
have got to leave. The life is too hard for me. 
Why, I shall die, if I stay here much longer.” 
Father Benson did not even look up from 
his writing, but said dryly, “Well, you could 
do a great deal worse.” 

Thus it is that while you are a Postulant, 
and for the two years as a Novice, you are 
testing your vocation. If your call is not 
real, if you have no desire to pray or to learn 
humility through obedience, it will soon 
come to light. Vocation is neither an escape 
from the world nor a bit of sentimental 
piety. It is a real taking up of our Saviour’s 
cross, His hard rough cross, and literally 
following Him. 

Our Father Founder used to tell us of 
one occasion when he was preaching in Vir- 
ginia. The name of the town escapes me 
but, that does not matter. The Rector ac- 
companied him to the railway station to see 
him off after a very successful mission. Just 
as the train was pulling in the good old Rec- 


tor grasped Father’s hand and exclaim 
“Good-bye, dear Father. When I wag 
young man I wanted to be a monk too, | 
knew nothing about it. God bless you!’ 


In our Episcopal Church there are 
many young men who have the call, }} 
they know nothing about it. Little by } 
tle however our Religious Communities } 
becoming more widely known. The v4 
fact that we receive so many inquiries ]j 
yours, my dear young friend, does shi 
that the Spirit of the Lord is moving 4 
hearts of many to find Him in this form| 
service. We do not claim to be any bet 
than thousands of excellent people in t 
world. But we do know that God has call 
us to give ourselves to Him in a consecra 
life of prayer and obedience in the Order 
the Holy Cross. 


May He bless you and guide you, strengt 


‘en and uphold you, whatever you decide. - 


Faithfully in His Love and service, 
+ ROBERT E. CAMPBELL 
Superior, O.H. 


©) Ss a 
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Robert Leighton was born in 1611 
good Scottish parentage. His father w 
violently against episcopacy and suffered pe 
secution for opposing the work of Arcl 
bishop Laud. Young Robert Leighton we 
to travel on the continent of Europe ai 
there visited both Roman and Protesta 
communities and from this experience gai 
ed insight into both positions. This bro 
outlook remained with him for the rest 
his life. 


Upon his return to Scotland he was ¢ 
dained to the Presbyterian ministry in 164 
but the bitterness of his fiery brother cler, 
caused him to give up pastoral work and 1 
tire to Edinburgh. Here in that city whi 


Li 


Tue Hoty Cross MAGAZINE 319 


been called the “Athens of the North” 
levoted himself to study and his ability 
ig recognized, he was first made_ prin- 
| of the University and then primarius 
essor of divinity. At this latter post he 
wed himself a scholar of considerable 
ity. 
Vhen the monarchy was restored in Eng- 
l, Charles II determined to impose epis- 
acy upon the Presbyterians of Scotland. 
» similar plan had failed when his father 
attempted it, but the Stuarts could never 
n from the mistakes of one another and 
effort eventually ended in disaster. 
itles selected several Scots to be made 
ops and they went up to London where 
y were ordained deacons, priests and 
1ops on three successive days. Leighton 
not have his heart in the plan, but was 
ing to submit to the king in his wishes. 


\s the coach bearing the prelates rolled 
| jolted in the direction of the Tweed, 
ghton became more and more disgusted 
h his fellow bishops who were planning 
‘iumphant and magnificent entry into Ed- 
urgh. Knowing that a sullen and hostile 
ple were waiting their return, Bishop 
ghton escaped from the coach at Mar- 
h and quietly entered upon his work in 
Diocese of Dunblane to which he had 
n consecrated. 


The situation was almost hopeless from 

start, although Leighton’s conciliatory 
roach won some converts. But the great 
ss of Scottish people were determined not 
accept episcopacy and consequently hated 
1 opposed him. On the other hand the 
er bishops were determined to force the 
ue with persecution and hated Leighton 
his gentle methods. 


The work became so distasteful that 
ighton determined to resign his jurisdic- 
n. He went up to London several times 
beg King Charles to allow him to give up 
2 work. Charles refused, but did follow the 
vice that persuasion and not force was the 
tter way. The second trip to the monarch 
t only did not bring respite, but when Rob- 
- Leighton returned to Scotland, it was 
Archbishop of Glasgow! In this import- 
t office the situation was just intensified 


CHoir oF ANGELS 


and Leighton suffered a miserable exist- 
ence until he was allowed to resign the see 
in 1674. He then retired to the home of his 
widowed sister where he remained until his 
death. 
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Leighton was primarily a scholar and pro- 
duced theological works which have had con- 
siderable indirect influence on English theo- 
logy. Through Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
some of his thought has come into the writ- 
ings of Frederick Denison Maurice. 

As far as personal characteristics are con- 
cerned Robert Leighton appears to have 
been a man of, unlimited eccentricities. He 
habitually cherished a desire to die in an inn. 
On a visit to London during the year 1684 
he died suddenly—at an inn. 


Notes 

Father Superior preached at St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Sunbury, Pennsylvania; ad- 
dressed the clergy conference of the Diocese 
of New York. 

Father Kroll conducted a mission at 
Epiphany Church, Providence, Rhode Is- 
land. 

Father Harrison conducted a mission at 
Trinity Church, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 

Father Hawkins began a series of confer- 
ences in Utica, New York. 

Brother Herbert conducted a mission at 
Stowe, Vermont. 

Father Gunn conducted the annual priests’ 
retreat at Holy Cross Monastery; preached 
a mission at All Saints’ Chapel, Hudson, 
New York. 

Father Taylor attended the Church 
School Institute, Hartford, Connecticut ; 
assisted Father Kroll with the mission at 
Epiphany Church, Providence, Rhode Is- 
land. 

Father Stevens conducted the seminarists’ 
retreat at Holy Cross Monastery; preached 
a mission at Ascension Church, Wakefield, 
Rhode Island. 


Intercessions 
Please join us im praying for— 
Father Superior starting his annual 
itation at Mount Calvary Monastery, 


a retreat for priests at the western houj 
October 23-24. : 
Father Kroll conducting a mission at | 
Stephen’s Church, Plainfield, New Jers@ 
October 22-29. / 
_Father Packard giving quiet days at 4 
James’ Church, Lake Delaware, Nq 
York, October 12-13; conducting a schqd 
of prayer at St. John’s Church, Bridgepo} 
Connecticut, October 22-26; giving a qui) 
day at St, James’ Church, Atlantic Citi 
New Jersey, November 4. 
Father Harrison conducting a mission — 
Christ Church, West Haven, Connectic 
October 29-November 12. 
Father Harris preaching at The Hou 
of Prayer, Newark, New Jersey, Novemb 


De 


Father Gunn conducting a mission ? 
Grace Church, Cherry Valley, New Yor 


October 8-15. 


Father Taylor conducting a children 
mission at St. Joseph’s Church, Queens Vi 
lage, Long Island, October 15-21. 

Father Stevens assisting Father Harrisc 
at Christ Church, West Haven, Connect 
cut, October 29-November 12. 


Father Terry giving a retreat for ass¢ 
ciates of the Community of St. John tk 
Baptist at St. Luke’s Chapel, Hudson Stree 
New York, October 14. 


Contributors 


The Reverend Elwin M. Malone is cano 
of Saint Peter’s Cathedral, Charlottetow1 
Prince Edward Islands. 

The Reverend Marion Matics is rector « 
Trinity Church, Cliffside, New Jersey. 

The Reverend Gowan H. Williams, 
Priest Associate of the Order, is on the sta 
of the Liberian Mission at Bolahun. 

Miss Helen D. Atkeson is a communicat 
of Saint Margaret’s Church, Washingto1 
1); (C= 
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n Ordo of Worship and Intercession Oct. - Nov. 1950 


Monday G Mass of Trinity xix col 2) of the Saints 3) for the faithful departed 4) ad lib—For Christian 
family life 


St. Etheldreda V Simple W ¢g] col 2) of the Saints3) ad lib—for those being called to try their vocation 
to the Religious Life 


St Luke Ev Double II Cl R gl cr pref of Apostles—For the conversion of doctors 
St Frideswide V Simple W gl col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for isolated Catholic Christians 


Friday G Mass of Trinity xix col 2) of the Saints3) ad lib—for those involved in the Korean struggle, 
especially the wounded and dying 


Of St Mary W Simple W gl col 2) St Hilarion Ab 3) St Ursula and her Companions MM pref BVM 
(Veneration)—for the life and work of the Community of Saint Mary 


20th Sunday after Trinity Semidouble G gl col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for the Confraternity of the 
Love of God 


Monday G Mass of Trinity xx col 2) of the Saints3) for the faithful departed 4) ad lib—for Church 
schools and colleges 


‘St Raphael Archangel Gr Double W gl cr—For the reconciliation of enemies 
SS Crispin and Crispinian MM Simple R gl col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—For the Seminarists Associate 
Thursday G Mass of Trinity xx col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for Saint Andrew’s School 


Vigil of SS Simon and Jude V col 2) of St Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop—for vocations to the 
Sacred Priesthood 


SS Simon and Jude App Double II Cl R gl cr pref of Apostles—for the spread of the Catholic Faith 
and its practice c 


Christ the King Double I Cl W gl col 2) Trinity xxi cr prop pref LG Sunday—for the Servants of 
Christ the King 


Monday G Mass of Trinity xxi col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for the Order of Saint Helena 
Vigil of All Saints V col 2) of the Holy Spirit 3) for the Church or Bishop—for the Church’s Missions 


vember 1 All Saints Double I Cl W gl cr prop pref through Octave unless otherwise directed—for the 
All Saints Sisters of the, Poor 


All Souls Double I Cl B Masses of Requiem seq prop pref—for the faithful departed 


Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) of the Holy Spirit 3) for the Church or Bishop cr—for the 
Priests Associate 


St Charles Borromeo Double W gl col 2) All Saints cr—for Mount Calvary Monastery 

22nd Sunday after Trinity Semidouble G.gl col 2) All Saints cr pref of Trinity—For retreats 
Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass as on November 3—for the peace of the world 

Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass as on November 3—for the Oblates of Mount Calvary 


Octave of All Saints Gr Double W gl cr in honor of Martyrs Confessors and Doctors of the Anglican 
Communion—thanksgiving for their lives and work 


Thursday G Mass of Trinity xxii col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for the Confraternity of the Christian 
Life : 


Friday G Mass as on November 9—for the bereaved 
St Martin BC Double W gl—for all in the armed forces 


23rd Sunday after Trinity Semidouble W gl col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib cr pref of Trinity—for Chris- 
tian unity 


Monday G Mass of Trinity xxiii col 2) of the Saints 3) for the faithful departed 4) ad lib—for all in 
bondage 


Bestowal of the Episcopate Gr Double W gl cr—for the sanctification of bishops 
St Albert BCD Double W gl cr—for the Liberian Mission 


! eritastas G Mass of Trinity xxiii col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for the Church’s work with spastic 
children 


OTE: On the days indicated in italics ordinary Requiem and Votive Masses may be said 
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From the Business Manager 


Ve Are The Body oe sis 


Father Spencer’s new book, with the 
above title, is a comprehensive history of 
the Church from earliest times to the 
present day. It should be very useful for 


instruction classes, and the Clergy will 


find the Review Sections of particular 
value. We plan to publish a full review of 
this important book in a forthcoming issue 
of the Magazine. 


Kind Words .... 


“The August issue gave me a real ‘lift’, 
especially Fr. Baldwin’s ‘Sell Your Shirt’. 
Keep up the good work.” 

“T liked your page ‘From the Business 
Manager’ and think it well done and hope 
you will do more of the same.” 


Signatories A Weer 


In the course of the past year we have 
received statements, appeals, manifestoes 
and what not asking us to support, or rally- 
to-the-defence-of, Communism, Birth 
Control, Euthanasia, Joint Ordinations, 
Union Communion Services, etc., etc., 
and it is amazing to note (or is it?) the 
same old names on the letterheads, peti- 
tions, protests. One cannot help but won- 
der when some of our brethren find time 
to say their prayers and to minister to 
souls. 


Stand Firm sisters 


It is no new thing for the Church to 
have her own ministers espouse move- 
ments of an heretical, schismatic and im- 
moral (euthanasia for example) char- 
acter, but it is sometimes very tough on 
the average layman who is making an 
honest effort to live out his Christianity 
in a pagan and unfriendly world. 


Firm In The Faiths 


Here at Holy Cross we entertain sev- 
eral hundred laymen each year. They 
come from every walk of life. Many of 


} 


them could not be classed as practicing 
Catholics. One may suppose that each has 
his purpose in visiting a monastic institu- 
tion. But one thing stands out—and we 
have talked with scores of guests—lay- 
men do look to the clergy for leadership 
and guidance in matters of faith and mor- 
als, and they will not be satisfied with 
compromises, expediency and wobbly 
moral standards. 


“Tf Only We Had Another Manning” 


We've heard that more than once in 
these days—from clergy and laymen. 
Someone to “speak out” without fear. 
The late Bishop of New York stood fast 


in the Faith of the Church, and his devo- 


tion to our Lord as personal Saviour went 
hand in hand with that Faith. Some lib- 
erals are trying to confuse us by saying 
that to defend the Faith of the Church is 
to turn our backs on Jesus. Ridiculous. 


Is It Right To Fight? 


This is the title of one of the old “Prob- 
lem Papers” series, now out-of-print, 
Since the mess in Korea we have received 
some orders for it. If you are interested 
send us 10c in coin and we will mail you 
a copy. If there seems to be a demand 
for it, we will issue a reprint. We have 
less than 100 copies on hand. 


Christmas Presents.... 


A Gift-subscription to this Magazine 
will solve at least one of your gift prob- 
lems, and will help us at the same time. 
Only $2.50 per year (plus 25c postage 
outside U. S. A.), and if you place your 
order now it will insure careful handling. 
We are always rushed just before Christ- 
mas. Your Gift will be announced with a 
Christmas card, and the first copy will be 
sent January 1951. May we hear from 
you? 

Cordially yours, 
FATHER DRAKE. 
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